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mince Engag’d I muft be, Engag’d1 am, 
tho’ Ithink enough has been faid upon 
this Subject. I am now put to Defend 
my felf. And my Silence may be Conftru’d as 
Guilt. Having to do now only with Afercurins, 
(and for variety ) Ihave Difmifs'd my Country- 
man for this Time. And fhall Addrefs my felf 
only to the Author of that Paper. Whom I ne- 
ver had the Happinefs to fee, tho’ I have fome- 
times Defir’d it, becaufe I heard aGood Cha- 
yatter of him; and have Read fome things faid 
to be his, which were Wrote with Wit and 
Spirit. But Hear-fay is avery uncertain Author : 
Therefore I have faid nothing Perfonal againift 
Mercurins, or fo much as Pretended to Gue/s 
what his Principles were, either as to Church or 
State. Far lefs Objected them, upon Surmife, 
againft him. _ 

(1-) But Sir, I muft complain that I have 
not had the fame Treatment trom you. Parti- 
cularly in your Afercurins of laft Offeb. 27th No. 
40. Wherein you Turn the Argument we were 
upon, all into Objeétions againft my felf. And 
offer to give Januendoes of my Private Thoughts. 
And Improve that fo far as to fay, If there 
were no Manifeft Reafons for the Neceffity of Cal- 
ling over the Princes of HANOVER, bis Writing 
againft it, bowever Weakly, won'd be no mean one, 
af we believe any Confiderable Party to be of his 
Opinion. For we think *tis Pretty Apparent, that 
there are more Manifeft Indications of fome Peoples 
intentions to Oppofe the Succeffion of the Houfe of 
HANOVER than of any others to Advance ’em be- 
fore their time. For even this Author can’t Deny, 
but that he dos not wifh their Succeffion, and were 
it in bis Power, that he woud Prevent it. 

This:is a Heavy Charge. And no lefs than 
Treafon, as itis here fet down, to Oppofe the 
Succeffion of the Houfe of Hanover. But Sir, I will 
Appeal to your felf, and to your own Words 
but 5 Lines after thofe above Quoted, which 
are thefe, Fuffice as well as Charity obliges us not 
to Charge men with Opinions, which they have not 

Subfcribed to, or Openly Maintain'd. 

But Sir, I'll go further with you. I have O- 
perly Maintain’d,in the very Papers you An/wer, 
That I am far from Prefuming to Limit Pro- 
vidence as to the Succeffion of the Houfe of Han- 
over. And that we ought Chearfully and Con- 
Scientioufly to Obey them, whenever they come 
to the Crewn, accordiag to the Laws of God, 
and of England. This is our Duty. But fo far as 
is left us to Wifh, that 1 wow’d rather defire 
the Queen had Ifue of her own. And do not 
you mh the fame? 

Now Sr, I call upon your Fuftice and Cha- 
rity,,ROt to make me a Tranfgreffor, for Openly 


(2. ) There is Another thing, Sir, wherein 
I muft fay you have greatly Wrong’d me. And 
that is, in Charging me with making Refle:- 
ons againft the Iiluftrions Houfe of Hanover, as 
if they were Concern’d in this Defign, of having 
Themfelves call’d over. Whereas I exprefly faid 
the Contrary, And that I did no ways Suppofe it. 
If you Sir, have better Inteligence( for I have 
none ) from that Court, you may tell it, as you 
think fit. Bue Iam fure, nothing I have faid 
can lay the Leaft of that Reflection upon AE. 

(3-) But Sr,how will you forgive your felf for 
Charging upon me that DiftinGtion of Aigh and 
Low Church Whereas you cannotbut know,that 
in all [ have wrote, I have Conftantly declar’d 
my Abhorence of that Diftinftion, and faid, 
That it was fet up by the Whiggs and Diffen- 
ters On Purpofe to have a Handle, under the 
Name of High Church, to Blacken the Whole 
Church, her Principles, Difciplin, Lyturgie, and 
whole Conffitution. Asis Apparent in all their 
Arguments and Invettives againft what they call 
the Fiigh Church. 

Did I then Adopt that Factions Diftinétion 2 
As you fay, p. 158. If by Adopting you mean 
Ufing it, you do fo too, in {peaking againft it. 
And fhew that I ever Usd it Otherwife. It is 
now become the Language of the Nation. And 
a Man wou'd not be underftood, if he did not 
Ufe it. Both Whiggs and Diffenters take to Them- 
felvesthe Name ot the Church of England. And 
evenas by LawEffablifhed\For the Diffenters have, 
inPrint,Vindicated their Toler ation to bean Efta~ 
blifoment. And as good a Legal Effablifoment as 
the Church has. And that they are more the 
Chureh of England in Principles too, and accor- 
ding toour 39 Articles, than the prefent Bi- 
fhops and Clergy, whocall themfelves the Charch 
of England! Therefore if a Man wou’d {peak 
Intelligibly, and to avoid Cavil, he muft ufe thefe 
Diftinétions, fince they are fet up, to let Men 
know. plainly what he means. But is this 4- 
dopting thefe .Diftinétions, which at the fame 
time he Blames ? Is this, Sir, (what you farther 
Charge me with, p..159. )to CREATE new Di- 
vifions and Political Schifms by INTRODUCING 
Terms of Enmity and Oppofition amongft Us? Is 
this My Unfeafonably Impolitick Divifion of the 
Church into High and Low? Am not I hear very 
unjuftly Charg’d, contrary Sir, to your own 
Knowledge and Confcience? And there! leave it. 
( 4.) Only let me tell you, that there was 
no need of your going out of your way, to reach 
fuch Blows at me, fince you fay the Rebear/er’s 
Oppofing this Defiga of bringing over the Heirs 
of Hasbuce (however WEAKLY) isan Argument 
for it. Therefore Sir, under favour you fhou’d 





Maintaining the fame thing that you do. Or 
fhew me, thatI have Openly Maintain’d any 
thing Ele, i 








rather have Thank’d him, and let him go on, 
fince one way you know of Oppofing a thing is 
writing very Weakly for it. And fome iy 
or 
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you know, you andl may be upon the fame 
Defign! And you Miftook your Frie#dy: who 
offer’d you an Advantage. Which you fhou’d 
have taken by Expofing his Arguments to the full, 
without meddling with his Perfon; which is a 
Prejudice to moft Readers, againft the Force of 
Reafon might otherwife Appear. Becaufe that 
Method has been fo often us’d by thofe who 
had nothing elfe left to fay. 

However Sir, f thank you for the Opportu- 
nity you have given me of Vindicating my felf 
in the feveral Particulars you have laid to my 
Charge; and that you have made it fo very 
Eafie to me. 

(5. ) And I muft not forgot one Efpecially, 
in your p. 158. Jf( fay you) the Rebearfer has 
any other Church than that which the Rubrick and 
Canons appoint and Eftablifh, he do’s us a Favour to 
Diftingusfh it. 1 profefs, Sir, | know not where I 
ever did you that Favour! When did: I Dijtin- 
guifh my felt from that Church which the Kubrick 
and Canons appoint? I’m fureI never had any 
other Church. And I hope never fhai!. Unies 
fhe be taken from us. Iam Refoly’d with tiie 
Grace of God, to Keep Clofe to her, while one 
Rag of her is left together. And now !'li tell 
you freely, Sir, if | haveany Scruples concern- 
ing the Church of England, it is, that fhe may 
Leave me, and not ! her. That is, that fhe may 
Die before me. Which God of his Infinite AZer- 
cy Prevent. 

(6.) Having faid this, I muft Obviate an 
Objettion now ufually made, as if this were any 
Imply’d Reflection upoa her Majelties Affection to 
the Church of England. Why? Can no Evil 
come to the Church but from the Queen? I with 
that were the Cafe! Do neither Pop:/h nor Pro- 
teftant RECUS ANTS intend any Harm to our 
Church? Do Atheifts, Deifts,Socinians, and Whig gs 
(which are the two former, and not fo Good as 
the Laft ) with well to the Church of England ? 
Is not the Church A@litant, while fheis upon 
Earth ? Has fhe then no Enemies? Has fhe not 
the Devil, the World, and the Flefh, and their 
Produét, continually to Struggle with? And have 
not many ( otherwife ) Good Charches had their 
Candleftick Remov’d, for not keeping Diligent 
Watch and Ward againft Thefe? Is not the 
Churches whole State a Warfare? Can fhe then 
ever fay, fhe is not in Danger ? And we Wreftle 
not only againft Flefh and Blood, but againft 
Principalities and Powers, and Wicked Spirits in 
High Places. Whereupon we are Commanded 
to Put on the whole Armour of God, that we may 
be able to Withfand in the Evil Day, and having 
done all, to Stand. Are we thenin no Danger? 
Mult we go to Bedand Sleep, while our Exemy 
like a Roaring Lion Traverfes about, feeing 
whom he may Devour! And muft this be Con- 
itru’d any Reflection wpon the Queen ! Sure they 
that think fo, make the Refieétion. 

It is impoflible for any Man to Doubt of 
the Queen’s fincere and Ardent Affettion to that 
Church wherein She Receiv’d her Chriftianity, 
and wherein fhe Hopes to be Sav’d. She never 
knew any other Charch, and therefore no other 
Church can have her Affection. 

We are not afraid OF her, but FOR her. 
That if the Churches Enemies and Hers fhou’d 
gain the Afcendent, they may Rain both the 
Church and Her; as they did in the Reign of her 
Royal Grand-Father. Of whofe Affection to the 

Church no Man can Doubt. And I pray Ged fhe 
may never be broughtto give that Teftimony 
of it which he did, by Sealing it with his Blood. 
The fame Prineiples, and the fame Pretences 
which Strook that Fatal Stroke, are ftill Alive, . 
and as Ranipantas Ever. As even on that fame 
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the Church, and to her Majefy! Thefé Paffins 
are in no Human Government. : We' cansiot 
but See! And we-carthot but Fear! Andou 
Silence wowd be Guilty! : 

(7.) How much more, whenwe fee the Quiei. 
Attack’d, and a Succeffor thruft upon her, whe. ; 
ther fhe will or not ! You mention fome of our> 
Englifh Kings who were Difpoffé/s'd>by their 
Remote Succeffors, on Pretence of their Weak. 
nefs on feveral occafions. Then you-come iy 
p- 160, and fay, But which of thefe Oceafions cast 
be found about the Queen, That any of the Honfe of 
Hanover fhould be able to fhonlder ber from the 
Throne ? Did you not Smile, when you wrote 
this? Were ever Pretences wanting, by Fattioug) 
Spirits, againft the Beff and Wifeft of Pringes?. 
Againft Afofes, and. David, and Solemon, ane 
the Royal Martyr, Grand-Father to our Queen? 
And Is not this the very Rea/on you give for 
Calling over the Princefs of Hanover, to take 
‘care Of the Government, in your Mercur. Num. 
35. of which I told you in mine, Num, 67, 
And fhew’d you I think Plainly, That it was 
all Bottom’d on a fuppos’d Weakne/s in the 
Queen! And you fuppofe her Weak indeed, if 
you think fhe fees not this! ‘ 

( 8.) You next mention fome who were Hurt 
in their Abfence at the time, when thofe that 
fet up again them were upon the fpot. And 
you mention the Cafe of Stephen and the Em- 
prefS Maud, But Sir, even in that Cafe, you 
know very well, Phat when Henry II. the Son of 
Mud, had tor the Peace and Quiet of the Na- 
tier, Made a Corspromife with Stephen, to let 








him keep the Crows during his Life, he did Keep 
it accordingly, and Dy’d in his Bed, in Poffefion 
of the Crown; tho’ Hen. 2. was inthe Kingdom. 
Now tho’a Cafe be Bad, yet let us not make it 
Worfe than it is ! 

( 9.) Butin the fame p. 160. you give up 
this Tepick,as not concerning our Prefent Cafe, 
as indeed it do’s not, there being now none in 
the Kingdom to Difpute the Succeffion of the 
Houfe of Hanover. Then you go to the fear of 
a Common wealth. But Sir, is a Common Wealtha 
thing can be Form’din a Moment? Upon the 
Demife of any of our Kings, the Succeffor is Proa 
claim’d the fame Day, which makes our Law 
fay, that the King never Dyes. And can a Com- 
mon Wealth be Lickt into Shape fo foon, as to 
ftep in between? 

No. But you fay, the Common-Wealth-Party 
may Foyn with the Party of any Pretender. What! 


they may do it NOW, as well as THEN. 
And if the Government of the Queen be fo Weak 
as you Sxppofe it, they may Hope to Succeed 
better WOW, than THEN. 

(10.) Upon the whole, Sir, whether do 
they moft oppofe the Succeffion of Hanover, who 
woud have things lie Sti# and Quiet,’ and the 
Queen to Govern, without Difturbance, during. 
her Life: Or thofe who fet up that Succefion 
againft her, in her own Time? Which of thefe 
do Tempt her Aajefty to with that Succeffion 
Broken ? They who wou'd let her be Eafie 
with it ? Or they who fhew, That fhe can- 
not Enjoy one Qxiet Hour, while it Lafts 2 
Which of thefe Confult moft the Queen’s fafety 
and Gonfequently of Church and Kingdom; or 
Prejudice the Levers of all thefe moft again 
the Sacceffion ? 
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When there is none in the Kingdom ? Then — 
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